PROBLEM 3—GERMAN WAR ZONE ARGUND BRITAIN IN
FEBRUARY 1915

Germany has declared the waters around Britain a war zone, All British transport ships
will be attacked without wamning. According to the declaration, Germany “will endeavor
to destroy every enemy merchant ship that is found in this area of war, without its always
being possible to avert the peril that thus threatens persons and cargoes. Neutrals are
therefore warned against further entrusting crews, passengers and wares [goods] to such
ships.” Also, since the British government often flies the flag of neutral countries on their
ships, neutral ships (including American ships) should avoid the war zone or risk being
sunk.

As President Wilson, how will you respond to the German declaration of a war zone
around Britain?

You can ask one of the following questions or formulate a question of your own:
1. What does the American public think of Germany’s declaration of a war zone?
2. What is happening politically within Germany? What are the German leaders
thinking? _
3. What has happened to the U.S. economy as a result of the war trade?
4. How is the war going militarily? How strong is the U.S. military?
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