PROBLEM 5—SUSSEX IS TORPEDOED IN MARCH 1916

On March 24, 1916, an explosion heavily damaged the Sussex, a French passenger ferry.
Eighty casualties, including 50 deaths, were reported, and several Americans were among
the casualities. A German submarine was firing in the area, but the Germans claimed that
the submarine was firing at a minesweeper, not at the Sussex, and that the Sussex must
have struck a British mine. However, when the ship made it into port, evidence showed
that a torpedo, not a mine, caused the damage. American newspapers and the American
public are outraged. Other passenger liners, such as the Arabic, have been sunk in the

past year.

As President Wilson, how will you respond to the sinking of the Sussex?
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