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PROBLEM 6—GERMANY ANNOUNCES UNRESTRICTED
SUBMARINE WARFARE IN FEBRUARY 1917

After torpedoing the Sussex, the Germans announced in May 1916 that submarines would

-not sink merchant ships without warning and would not sink passenger ships at all. They
have mostly followed this palicy for the past ten months. But now Germany has
announced a policy of unrestricted submarine warfare. Any type of ship from any country
will be sunk in the war zone around Britain.

The United States has learned that British agents discovered a secret message sent from
Germany to Mexico. This message, known as the Zimmerman telegram, proposed that
Mexico ally with Germany in a war against the U.S. Once again, the American public is
outraged.

As President Wilson, how will you respond to the new German policy of unrestricted
submarine warfare and the discovery of the Zimmerman telegram?
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