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Decision-Making Guide for:  

“Policies Toward African Americans During the Civil War” (Outcomes) 
 
Outcomes:  In the spaces provided, write responses to the following prompts based on the “Outcomes” 
sheet.  

 
1.  What was President Lincoln’s decision regarding war aims? 
 
 
 
2.  Why did he choose that option? 
 
 
 
3.  Why didn’t he immediately emancipate (free) the slaves? (2 reasons) 
(1) 
 
(2) 
 
 
4.  What did he tell the leaders of the border states so that they would stay in the Union? 
 
 
 
5.  Do you agree or disagree with Lincoln’s decisions?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  What was President Lincoln’s decision regarding African Americans in the military? 
 
 
 
 
 



7.  Why did he choose that option? 
 
 
 
 
8.  Do you agree or disagree with Lincoln’s decision?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.  What was President Lincoln’s decision regarding slaves? 
 
 
 
 
10.  Why did he choose that option? 
 
 
 
 
11.  Do you agree or disagree with Lincoln’s decision?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


