
The Militant Civil 
Rights Movement



Perspective
• Suspicious/Distrustful of white America

–White America not helpful
–U.S. is a hostile/dangerous environment for 

people of color
–Racial justice through integration highly 

unlikely to impossible
• Self-Help/Self-Affirmation/Self-Defense



Malcolm X & Nation of Islam
• “White Devils”  = Justice through separatism
• “If not by the Ballot, then by the Bullet”
• “By Any Means Necessary”



Stokely Carmichael & Black Power

• “Black is Beautiful” 

•Don’t try to accommodate white America

•Reject white standards & definitions.  Affirm blackness.



Black Panthers

•  

• “All Power to the People”



Militant Civil Rights Movement

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B8wvnRA9mel4Z0FZakxRTHRXZFU/preview

