
The American Civil War

Introduction Notes



A Civil War
War within a country 
between people of that 

country



The American Civil War

•1861-1865
•Deadliest war in American history



Why & Who
•11 States tried to break away from 
the rest of the United States and 
start their own country

–Confederate States of 
America
–“the Confederacy” 
–All Southern States
–All States in which 
slavery was allowed



Why & Who
• Other 24 States fought to keep them in the 

country
– “the Union” 
– Mostly Northern States
– Mostly States in which slavery was illegal
– 4 States in which slavery was allowed

• “Border States”
– Part of Virginia broke off from the rest of 

Virginia and became West Virginia


