World War 11

A Quick Review
&

A Brief Introduction to
American Involvement




Why War 1in Europe

e Post-WWI Germany a Mess
» Nazis find scapegoats

 Hitler’s Racially Hierarchical Worldview

— Lebensraum

— Rhineland (3/36) — Austria (38) — Sudentenland
(38) — Appeasement at Munich (9/38)

— Poland (9/39) —» WAR!!!



US Response to Europe

e [solationism— Stay Out!!!

—Nye Committee
—Neutrality Acts (1936)

* Support Allies
—Cash & Carry (1939)
—The Great Arsenal of Democracy (1940)
—Lend-Lease (1941)




Why War 1in Asia

e Japan seeks an empire to support
its military to protect its empire

 The Greater East Asia
Co-Prosperity Sphere




US Response to Asia

e Protest

* Embargo—Crisis




United States Enters

A Knockout Punch?

 Stupid Hitler

* America’s Strategic Problem




WWII Strategy Problem

 [t's 1941

* The US 1s simultaneously at war with both
Japan & Germany on opposite sides of the
world

e We must win both wars

» Experts indicate that we do not have
enough resources to fight & win both wars
simultaneously

e How do we win both?
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WWII Strategy Solution

Key: Help from Allies Allies’ Priorities:
(UK, USSR) Defend Homeland
\ (Europe)
EUROPE FIRST POLICY

1. Help Allies win in Europe; Hold 1n the Pacific

2. After War 1n Europe won—Get help from Allies
against the Japanese 1n the Pacific



