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Reasons for War:  Imperialism

Theodore Roosevelt

-Ass’t Secretary of the Navy

Henry Cabot Lodge

-Senator—MA (R)

(REALPOLITIK)



Reasons for War:  Nationalism

Ambassador De Lôme USS Maine Explodes!

(REALPOLITIK)



Reasons for War:
  Liberalism & Humanitarianism



Opposition to War:  Anti-Imperialism

William 
Jennings 

Bryan (D)

-92, 96, 00 
Prez 

Candidate

(Liberalism)
-Imperialism contradicts American values & history 

Grover 
Cleveland (D)

-Ex President

-1885-89

-1893-97

Andrew 
Carnegie

-Industrialist

-Philanthropist

Mark Twain

-Author

-Humorist / 
Satirist



Declaration of War:
The Teller Amendment
“[The United States]... hereby 
disclaims any disposition of 
intention to exercise 
sovereignty, jurisdiction, or 
control over said island 
except for pacification 
thereof, and asserts its 
determination, when that is 
accomplished, to leave the 
government and control of the 
island to its people”.



Causes of Spanish-American War

US Goes to 
War w/ Spain

Monroe Doctrine

America’s Liberal Values

Philippines Close to China

Belief that US Needs 
to Expand Overseas

Fear of Decline in 
American Civilization

Imperialist Race for Colonies

1890s Economic Depression

Western Frontier Closed

Influence of Sea Power Upon History

US Interested in 
affairs in Cuba

Americans Invest 
$ in Cuba

Cuban 
Community 
in USCuba Close to US

Spanish Use of Concentration Camps

US has Negative 
View of Spain

Cuba Libre

USS Maine 
Sent to Cuba

USS Maine Explodes 
in Havana Harbor

De Lome 
Letter

Sensationalist 
Yellow 

Journalism



Course of the War I:  Manila Bay



Course of the War II: Cuba



End of War:  Treaty of Paris



End of War:  Platt Amendment
“...the government of 
Cuba consents that 
the United States may 
exercise the right to 
intervene…”

● 1898-1902
● 1906-1909
● 1912
● 1917-1922


