COQ#3: What was Progressivism? Who were the
Progressives? How did Progressivism attempt
to deal with the profound social, economic and
political changes brought about by

Instructions: You goal with this assignment is to try to
answer the above content question, You will do this by
reading “The Progressive Party Platform”. The document
won’t allow you to answer CQ#3 completely but it should
give you some insights. To help you interpret the
document, provide written responses to the following
prompts.

(1)  What is the source? What type of soutce is it?
Primary/Secondary?

(2)  What is the purpose of the source? What is the

source trying to accomplish?

3 What reforms does the platform propose to

- improve the functioning of American

democracy? How do they expect those
reforms will help?

(4)  How does the platform seem to define
economic freedom?

(5) Overall, how does the source make you better
able to answer CQ#37 What from the source
gives you insight into CQ#3?
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119. The Progressive Party Platform (1912)

Source: Donald B. Idfmsoﬁ, comp., National Pzirfy Platforms (Urbana, 1.,
1978), Vol. 1, pp. 175-79.

Drafted by a group of female activists, Iabor raformers, and social scien-
tists, the Progressive Paxty platform of 1912 laid out a blueprint for a
modern, democratic welfare state, complete with women's suffrage, fed-
eral supervision of corporate enterprise, national labor and health legisla-
tion for women and children, an eight-hour work day and “living wage”
for all workers, and a national system of secial insurance COVETing unenr-

" ployment; medical care, and old age. Described by the party’s presidential

candidate, Theodore Roosevelt, as the “most important document” since
the end of the Civil War, the platform brought together many of the

“streams of thought and political experiences that flowed into Progres-

sivistm and anticipated many policies adopted two decades later during
the New Deal. In economic matters it reflected Roosevelt’s New National-
ism, which envisioned heavy taxes on. persenal and corporate fortunes,
and federal regulation of industries including railroads, mining, and oil.
Unlike Wilson, Roosevelt insisted that big business was here to stay and
that federal government must protect the public interest by regulating its
activities.

THE CONSCIENCE OF the people, in a time of grave national prob-
iems, has called into being a new party, born of the nation’s sense of
justive. We of the Progressive party here dedicate ourselves to the

. fulfillment of the duty laid upon us by our fathers to maintain the

government of the people, by the people and for the people whose
foundations they laid. _ _
We hold with Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln that the

" people are the masters of their Constitution, to [ulfill its purposes

and to safeguard it from those who, by perversion ofits intent, would
convert it into an instrument of injustice. In accordance with the
needs of each generation the people must use their sovereign powers




110 Veices of Freedom

to establish and maintain equal opportunity and industrial justice,
to secure which this Government was founded and without which
no republic can endure,

This country belongs to the people who inhabit it. Its resources,
its business, its institutions and its laws should be utilized, main-
tained or altered in whatever manner will best promote the general
interest, .

It is time Lo set the public welfare in the first place.

TuE QLD PARTIES

Political parties exist to secure responsible government and to exe-
cute the will of the people.

from these great tasks both of the old parties have turned aside.
Instead of instruments to promote the general welfare, they have be-
come the tools of corrupt interests which use them impartialiy to
serve their selfish purposes. Behind the ostensible government sits
enthrened an invisible government owing no allegiance and ac-
knowledging no responsibility to the people.

To destroy this invisible government, to dissolve the unholy al-
liance between corrupt business and corrupt politics is the first task
of the statesmanship of the day.

The deliberate betrayal of its trust by the Republican party, the
fatal incapacity of the Democratic party to deal with the new issues
of the new time, have compelled the people to forge a new instru-
ment of government through which to give effect to their will in
laws and institutions.

Unhampered by tradition, uncorrupted by power, undismayed by
the magnitude of the task, the new party offers itself as the instru-
ment of the people to sweep away old abuses, to build a new and no-
bler commonwealth.
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A CoveENANT WITH THE PEOPLE

This declaration is our covenant with the people, and we hereby
bind the party and its candidates in State and Nation to the pledges
made herein.

TuEe RULE oF THE PEOPLE

The National Progressive party, cominitted to the principles of gov-
ermnment by a self-controlled democracy expressing its will through
representatives of the people, pledges itself to secure such alter-
ations in the fundamental law of the several States and of the United
States as shall insure the representative character of the government.

In particulay, the party declares for direct primaries for the nomi-
nation of State and National officers, for nation-wide preferential pri-
maries for candidates for the presidency; for the direct election of
United States Senators by the people; and we urge on the States the
policy of the short ballot, with responsibility to the people secured
by the initiative, referendum and recail.

&« & &

NATION AND STATE

Up to the limit of the Consititution, and later by amendment of the
Constitution, it found necessary, we advocate bringing under eifec-
tive national jurisdiction those problems which have expanded be-
yond reach of the individual States. _

It is as grotesque as it is intolerable that the several States should

by unequal laws in matter of common concern become competing
commercial agencies, barter the lives of their children, the health of
their women and the safety and well being of their working people
for the benefit of their financial interests.

The extreme insistence on States’ rights by the Democratic party in
the Baltimore platform demonstrates anew its inability to understand
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the world into which it has survived or to administer the affairs of a
union of States which have in all essential respects become one people.

EQUAL SUFFRAGE

The Progressive party, believing that no preople can justly claim to be
a true democracy which denies political rights on accotmnt of sex,

pledges itself to the task of securing equal suffrage to men and women
atike,

CoRrrUPT PRACTICES

We pledge our party to legislation that will compel strict imitation
of all campaign contributions and expenditures, and detailed pub-
Hcity of both before as well as after primaries and elections.

PuBLICITY AND PUBLIC SERVICE

We pledge our party to legislation compelling the registration of lob-
byists; publicity of committee hearings except on foreign affairs, and
recording of all votes in committee; and forbidding federal appointees
from holding office in State or National political organizations, or
taking part as officers or delegates in political conventions for the
nomination of elective State or National officials.

Tre Courrs

The Progressive party demands such restriction of the power of the
courts as shall leave to the people the ultimate authority to deter-
mine fundamental questions of social welfare and public policy. To
secure this end, it pledges itself to provide:

1. That when an Act, passed under the police power of the State, is
held unconstitutional under the State Constitution, by the courts,

the people, after an ample interval for deliberation, shall have an -

- The Progressive Era, rgoo—x916 113

opportunity to vote on the question whether they desire the Act to
become law, notwithstanding such decision.

2. That every decision of the highest appellate court of a State de-
claring an Act of the Legistature unconstitutional on the ground of

its violation of the Federal Constitution shall be subject to the same

review by the Supreme Court of the United States as is now accorded
to decisions sustaining such legislation.

+ o &

Socrar aND INDUSTRIAL JUSTICE

The supreme duty of the Nation is the conservation of human re-
sources through an enlightened measure of social and industrial jus-
tice. We pledge ourselves to work unceasingly in State and Nation for:

Effective legislation looking to the prevention of industrial acci-
dents, occupational diseases, overwork, involuntary unemployment,
and other injurous effects incident to modern industry;

The fixing of minimum safety and health standards for the vari-
ous occupations, and the exercise of the public authority of State and
Nation, including the Federal Control over interstate commerce, and
the taxing power, to maintain such standards;

The prohibition of child labor;

Minimum wage standards for working women, o provide a “liv-
ing wage” in all industrial occupations;

The general prohibition of night work for women and the estab-
lishment of an eight hour day for women and young persons;

One day’s rest in seven for all wage workers;

The eight hour day in continuous twenty-four-hour industries;

The abolition of the convict contract labor system; substituting a
system of prison production for governmental consumption only;
and the application of prisoners’ earnings to the support of their de-
pendent families;

Publicity as to wages, hours and conditions of labor; full reports
upon industrial accidents and diseases, and the opening to public
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inspection of all tallies, weights, measures and check systems on la-
bor products:

Standards of compensation for death by industrial accident and
injury and trade disease which will transfer the burden of lost earn-
ings from the families of working people to the industry, and thus to
the community;

The protection of home life against the hazards of sickness, irregu-
lar employment and cld age through the adoption of a system of so-
cial insurance adapted to American use;

The development of the creative labor power of America by lifting
the last load of illiteracy from American youth and establishing
continuation schools for industrial education under public control
and encouraging agricultural education and demonstration in rural
schools; ' '

The establishment of industrial research laboratories to put the
methods and discoveries of science at the service of American
producers;

We favor the organization of the workers, men and women, as a
means of protecting their interests and of promoting their progress.

Hearru

We favor the union of all the existing agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment dealing with the public health into a single national health ser-
vice without discrimination against or for any one set of therapeutic
methods, school of medicine, or school of healing with such addi-
tional powers as may be necessary to enable it to perform efficiently
such duties in the protection of the public from preventable diseases
as may be properly undertaken by the Federal authorities, including
the executing of existing laws regarding pure food, quarantine and
cognate subjects, the promeotion of vital statistics and the extension
of the registration area of such statistics, and co-operation with the
health activities of the various States and cities of the Nation.
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BUSINESS

We believe that true popular government, justice and prosperity go
hand in hand, and, so believing, it is our purpose to secure that large
measure of general prosperity which is the fruit of legitimate and .
honest business, fostered by equal justice and by sound progressive
laws.

We dernand that the test of true prosperity shall be the benefits
conferred thereby on all the citizens, not confined to individuals or
classes, and that the test of corporate efficiency shall be the ability
better to serve the public; that those who profit by control of busi-
ness affairs shall justify that profit and that control by sharing with
the public the fruits thereof.

We therefore demand a strong National regulation of inter-State
corporations. The corporation is an essential part of modern busi-
ness. The concentration of modern business, in some degree, is both
inevitable and necessary for national and international business effi-
ciency, But the existing concentration of vast wealth under a corpo-
rate system, unguarded and uncontrolled by the Nation, has placed
in the hands of a few men enormous, secret, irresponsible power
over the daily Hfe of the citizen—a power insufferable in a free Gov-
ernment and certain of abuse.

This power hag been abused, in monopoly of National resources,
in stock watering, in unfair competition and unfair privileges, and fi-
nally in sinister influences on the public agencies of State and Na-
tion. We do not fear commercial power, but we insist that it shall be
exercised openly, under publicity, supervision and regulation of the
most efficient sort, which wiil preserve its good while eradicating
and preventing itsill.

To that end we urge the establishment of a sirong Federal adminis-
trative commission of high standing, which shall maintain perma-
nent active supervision over industrial corporations engaged in
inter-State commerce, or such of them as are of public importance,
doing for them what the Government now does for the National
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banks, and what is now done for the railroads by the Inter-State
Commerce Commission.

Such a commission must enforce the complete publicity of those
corporation transactions which are of public interest; must attack
unfair competition, false capitalization and special privilege, and by
continuous trained watchfulness guard and keep 6pen' equally all
the highways of American commerce. )

Thus the business man will have certain knowledge of the law,
and will be able to conduct his business easily in conformity there-
with; the investor will find security for his capital; dividends will be
rendered more certain, and the sa‘\}ings of the people will be drawn
naturally and safely into the channels of trade.

Under such a system of constructive regulation, legitimate busi-
ness, freed from confusion, uncertainty and fruitless litigation, will
develop normally in response o the energy and enterprise of the
American business man.

We favor strengthening the Sherman Law by prohibiting agree-
ment to divide territory or limit output; refusing to sell to customers
who buy from business rivals; to sell below cost in certain areas
while maintaining higher prices in other places; using the power of
transportation to aid ot injure special business concerns; and other
unfair trade practices.

auestions

1. What reforms does the platform propose to improve the functioning of

American democracy?

2. How does the platform seem t¢ define sconomic freedom?




