
Think-Write #1: 

Your American Creed 
 

Objective: 
Your first think-write is a beginning to thinking about the core values of the 
American Creed: individualismcollectivism, freedomorder, 
equalityhierarchy, democracyauthority, and capitalismcentralization.  
You will focus on what these values mean to you.  In successive think-writes, you 
will reflect on the development, evolution and interaction of these values throughout 
American history. 

 
Task: 

For each of the 5 core American value pair (individualismcollectivism, 
freedomorder, equalityhierarchy, democracyauthority, and 
capitalismcentralization): 

 Provide a definition of what the values mean to you and how they manifest in 
your life 

 Discuss the tension within each pair 
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